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The Heterodyne 


Newsletter of the West Valley Amateur Radio Association 


April Meeting via Zoom WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 


The Art of Voice Communications: 52.580-MHz | 151.4 Hz 
Techniques for Technician 147.39+ MHz | 151.4 Hz 


& HF-class Licensees 
by Brian Tanner, AG6GX 
Wednesday, April 14 * The 6 Meter repeater is currently down 

mesuni Starts at 7pm Club Net 
Visitors Are Welcome! WVARA's club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 


: : each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 
Due to the corona virus, there will not __|inked together during the net. The net script 


be a meeting at American Red Cross. canbe found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 


Zoom Meeting Information: Zoom details have been released via the WVARA 
email reflector. If you aren’t yet a WVARA member and would like to attend, 
feel free to contact me via k6ei@wvara.org for the Zoom meeting details. 


The Art of Voice Communications 


Our April 14 main speaker will be Brian Tanner, AG6GX, who 
will talk about “The Art of Voice Communications: Techniques 
for Technician & HF-class licensees”. Brian will cover voice 
operating practices, including how best to format and commu- 
nicate information for accuracy and precision via phone nets. 
While this presentation will be especially useful for newer 
hams, even old timers may learn something new. 


Bio: Brian started by getting his Tech license in 1995. After 
several years of activity on the VHF and UHF bands, Brian 
upgraded and became radioactive on the HF bands in 2013. 
He participates in the Cupertino ARES group (CARES) as 
well as the city ARES net Cupertino Net. Brian also enjoys 
tinkering with hardware and recently built a 100W HF solid 
state power amplifier. 


: Hope to see you there! 
Brian Tanner, AG6GX Jim, K6EI, WVARA Vice President 


April 14 Brian Tanner, AG6GX The Art of Voice Communications _|via Zoom 
May 12 Kristen Mcintyre, K6WX SWR -- myths and misconceptions {via Zoom 
| juneQ Clint Bradford, K6LCS Working Amateur Sats from your HT {via Zoom 


| july | nomeeting | 
August 21 BBQ in the park at Baylands Park, Sunnyvale lin person | 


The CODE 
by Tom Dunbar, W6ESL 


The CODE 

For those members of WVARA that were present at Field Day Operations since about 2004, you know 
that W6ESL has been primarily a voice operator on all bands with excursions into packet radio. And the 
VHF and Satellite guy, until replaced by Bobby, KOXI. 

With the advent of FT-8, he had done that, too. 

But not CW. Even with the computer doing the sending and logging. 

Why not CW - well — that is a long story. The biggest issue is that he learned it wrong, way back when 
he was a Boy Scout. He learned it by sight. He counted dits and dahs. And in his head still, the 
translation doesn’t easily take place. He got his general by having one minute of solid copy — it turns out 
that after about 90 seconds of copy the copy degenerated greatly, but he was also able to analyze his 
way to 8 of 10 correct answers in the quiz by looking at the questions and then at what was on paper — 
boy - that GI training in the black arts did bear some civilian fruit, you might say. 


Leaning the code in the manner described will really slow ya down. 


So he is working at it. He is using a code leaning class that supposedly will help break the barrier. It will 
take a while — and once through the course of study, he will get back on the air using CW a lot. 


More to follow, as this is an ongoing operation. 


AR K 
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Field Day 2021 Update 


As always, Field Day will be the fourth full weekend of June, which this year occurs on June 26- 
27. Our club has done Field Day from the top of Mora Hill fourteen years in a row. Unfortunate- 
ly, last year’s state and county COVID-19 restrictions forced us to operate in a less centralized 
way, and that situation is expected to be the case this June as well. 


| have been in contact with Rancho San Antonio Open Space Reserve management regard- 
ing Mora Hill and Field Day 2021. As conditions now stand, they are not authorizing any group 
activities within the open space reserve this spring, and their expectation is that COVID restric- 
tions will remain in place through June — including Field Day weekend. | am going to maintain 
contact with the Open Space folks and will let you know if the Mora Hill situation changes in our 
favor prior to Field Day. 


As things now stand, WVARA like last year will conduct Field Day in a decentralized way. Ways 
that WVARA members can operate Field Day include: Class B - Battery (one or two person 
portable / Battery), Class C (mobile), Class D (home station, commercial power), and Class E 
(home station, emergency power). For Field Day 2021, the ARRL has loosened the rules so 
that Class D stations may work all other Field Day stations, including other Class D stations, for 
points. Class D and Class E stations will be limited to 150 W PEP output. We'll cover Field Day 
2021 in greater detail in the next Het. 


Of course, you don’t need an HF station in order to participate in Field Day. During this month’s 
WVARA meeting Bobby Barnett, KOXI, will give a brief informational presentation on how anyone 
with a technician license can get involved in Field Day 2021 on the UHF/VHF bands. 


As always, the ARRL Field Day web page ( http://www.arrl.org/field-day ) contains complete rules 
and entry forms, as well as any updated information as it becomes available. 

- Jim, K6EI 

WVARA Field Day Coordinator 


New Members: 


The following new members 
joined WVARA recently: 


Jeff Shimbo, AK6TG 
Clint Bradford, K6LCS 
Jim Stein, KN6MTI 
Ryan lwanaga, KN6O0GS 
Mick O’Brien, W6MOB 


Welcome!!! 
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Annual WVARA BBQ -- August 21 


It’s official. Sunnyvale has opened their picnic facilities for summer reservations and our annual 
BBQ has been approved for Baylands Park Pickleweed Picnic Area. This is our first opportunity 
to get together in-person (while of course practicing social distancing and wearing masks) since 
2019. Our BBQ likewise coincides with the North America QSO Party / SSB, and we'll be mak- 
ing contacts via a portable station. So mark your calendar for WVARA’s Annual BBQ on August 
21 starting at 11am. (More details to follow.) 


- Jim, K6El 


DISCOVERY 
PLAY AREA 


WAVE GRASS 
INDIAN GRASS 
COASTAL MIX 


MEADOW GRASS 


DECOMPOSED GRANITE =) 


nesiuent Lay sureace | Ml 
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CallSign |Name | 03/09/21 03/16/21 03/23/21 03/30/21 04/06/21 
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2021 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 
Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


73 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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